
RIGHTS. OF SENATE
Senator Oukx Speaks on the Reci-

procity Treaties.

SOLDERS II TH RETOLIION

No House Committee Resp'onded
When Called.WI

AN EARLY ADJOURNMENT

Rev. Di. Obudeh, '-haplain of the House
of Representayivea, pronounced the invo-
cation at the opening of the Senate's ses-

sion today.
At the conclusion of routine business a

bill providing for the use by the United
States of devices invented by its naval offi-
cers while engaged in its service and cov-
ered by letters patent was passed.
Mr. Cullom (Ill.) then addressed the Sen-

ate on the subject of reciprocity treaties.
emiater Culnem's Remarks.

Mr. Cullom of Illinois, chairman of the
committee on foreign relations, addressed
the Senate on the constitutionality of that
portion of the Dingley act which author-
Ised the negotiations of reciprocity trea-
ties. He said that the wording of the pro-
vision was peculiar and mixed. but It
seemed plain that all treaties negotiated
must have been made and ratified within
two years after the passage of the act.
Therefore, if that act is to control it wo',ld
be useless to ratify the treaties. Senator
Cullom continued:
"In my opinion, the fourth section of the

Dingley act, so far as it attempts to con-
fer, limit or denne the treaty-making pow-
er, is not only an Interference with the
powers of the President and Senate, but
is unconstitutional, because it comes in
conflict with that clause of the Constitu-
tion which says that the President 'shall
have power, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, to make treaties.'.
We do not, therefore, derive our treaty-
making powers from a law of Congress,
and no law of Congress can in any way
modify or limit those powers. The Ding-
iey act cannot limit the- time In which we
shall be allowed to make a treaty."
Mr. Cullom contended that the fourth

section of the Dinglay act should be taken
as a mere expression of the view of the
Congress and that the President did not
need authority to make the treaties.
He entered into a long discussion of the

proceedings of the constitutional conven-
tion relative to the treaty-making power
and claimed that all precedents showed
such power was conferred solely upon the
President and Senate. The reciprocity
treaties concluded with Hawaii. Mexico
and Canada did not go into effect until
Congress acted, but these treaties con-
tained an expression that they could not
become effective without congressional ac-
tion.

Raising Revenue.
Mr. Cullom discussed the provision of the

Constitution declaring that bills for rais-
Ing revenue must originate In the House,
and said that it had not been definitely
settled what was meant by "bills for rais-
ing revenue." He addeded:
"From the decisions and statements of

Justices Story, Miller and Harlan I cannot
see how this clause could make it neces-
sary to submit a reciprocity treaty to the
House before It becomes effective. The
language of the clause Is that all bills for
raising revenue shall originate in the House
and not all bills affecting revenue, or In
which revenue may lnc!dentally arise. A
reciprocity treaty is not a bill. It is true
that it reduces a duty which has been
laid by law, but I maintain that the treaty-making power has authority to change a
tariff law the same as is has authority to
change any other act of Congress, and we
have seen that it has been clearly held,from the decision of Chief Justice Marshall
down to the present, that the President and
Senate. by treaty, can change or modify
a law of Congress."

An Old question.
Mr. Cullom also said:
"This question before us here has been

before the Senate for a hundred years. The
executive and Senate have taken one post-
tion, and that is that a treaty is the su-
preme law of the land. That position has
been sustained by the Supreme Court. On
the other hand, during all these hundredyear., the House of Representatives has,
as a rule, insisted that they should be con-
sidered in reference to certain treaties.
That does not relieve us (the Senate) of
the duty of standing for our prerogatives
and our rights, and insisting that the
rights of the executive shall be naintained.
A treaty made by the executive and rati-
fied by the Senate' is the supreme law of
the land as well as an act of Congress.If the Congress is not satisfied with the
treaty, it has a perfect right to repeal it,
let the consequences be what they may.
But until such action is taken the treaty
remansn a part of our municipal law."~

Brns Passed.
At the conclusion of Mr. Cullom's speech

bills were passed as follows: Appropriating
$500,000 for the purchase of additional
ground and for the enlargement of the pub-
Me building at Atlanta. Ga.; authorizing the
city of Duluth, Minn., to construct a car
transfer over the Duluth canal and for that
purpose to occupy certain lands of the
United States; providing $3,200 additional
for the establishment of a light house and
fog signal station at Browns Point, on
Commencement bay. Washington.

Seothern Troep. in Revolution.
Addressing the Senate, Mr. Money said

the senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Hoar)
made a statement a few days ago to the
effect that the state of Massachusetts had
furnished more troops in the war of the
revolution than aN that section south of
what is known as Mason and Dixon's line.
The figures had been taken, It was stated,from a report of Gen. Knox, the first Sec-
retary of War. Expressing his entire be-
lief that the Massachusetts senator would
not wittingly present anything to the Sen-
ate but the facts, Mr. Money read from
authorities to show that the southern sec-
tion of the country had furnished Its full
quota of troop., Virginia supplying 56,122and South Carolina 31,181. The latter
state had furnished 37 out of every 42 citi-
seas capable of bearing arms, whie Massa-
chusetts had furnished 82 out of every 42.
He read extensive extracts from historicalauthorities in maintenancg et his poetio.

Mr. User Respeeds.
Mr. Hoer. ia a statement replete with

historical allusiona, explained that in
whatever he may have said upon the sub-
ject referred to by Mr. Mommy he had me
purpose of instituting- a comparison he-
tween any sections of the country. Be
said he had stated in passing what he
wished he had not stated-that in adtioa
to the force of .ailors furnishe by Msa,chusetts the state had supped a greeter
number of land troops tha aD states southot the Potomae. He said he weuMd he the
last person in the world to disparagef theeoorts of the southern states in the war
for independencw.
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GOVERNQR TAFT ARRIVES

Will Be the Latter's Omeut in Was

to Roevrters.

Judge Taft, civil governor of the Philip
ptnes, arrived here this ailernoon at 1:11
o'clock from his beome in Cincinnati. wher
he made a short stop em his trigi across th4
country from' Ban Franclsaj The trail
was nearly an hor late in conseqauenee o
the prevailing storm. Governer Taft, whc
was unaccompanied, w- met at, the rail-
4oad station by General Corbin. adjutani
general of the army, and 'gtting into am
automobile was taken to the-War Depart-
ment and shown at once into the private
office of Secretary Root,'ho was awat
Ing his arrival. The latter intended tE
have met the distinguished traveler at the
station, but was prevented by a prem of
business at the department, and it was al
his suggestion that General Corbin did the
honors.
After an exchange of greetings, Secretary

Root took charge of Gov. Taft, and they
went to the Secretary's hoube on Rhode
Island avenue, where luncheon was served.
Judge Taft will be the eistsry'seguesg go
long as he remains in Washington. Al-
though he shows signs of the recent severe
illness through which he has passed. Gov.
Taft looks In fairly good health, and says
that he Is feeling well. He excused himself
to the reporters this afterifoon, on the
ground that he had not yet fully secovered
from the fatigue of travel.
During the afternoon Gov. Taft gave Sec-

retary Root an oral account of the condi-
tion of affairs in the Philippines at the
time he left there, about six weeks ago,
and briefly outlined thi. character of the
legislation which, 11W his opinion, is neces-
sary to meet the requirements of the situa-
tion and to develop the material resources
of the islands. The main purpose of Gov.
Taft's visit to Washington at this time h
to confer with President Roosevelt and
other officials of the government In re-
gard to the legislative enactments neces-
sary to the establishment of peace and
prosperity In the Philippines. It is expect
ed that he will be heard by the congres-
sonal committees considering the various
measures affecting the government of the
Philippines, but no plans have yet beer
made.

TO INCREASE WATER SUPPLY.

Supplemental Estimate for $75,00(
Transmitted by Seeretary of Treasury
A supplemental estimate of $75,000 for the

completion of the work for increasing the
water supply of the District was today
transmitted to the House by the SecretarS
of the Treasury. The estimate is accompa
nied by letters from the District Commis-
sioners and from Col. A.- M. Miller, ir
charge of the Wasfiington aqueduct tunnel
Col. Miller itemizes the estimates, whici
are for iron fencing around the reservoir
outside fencing, rads, walks, ditches and
drains around the reservoir, grading and
improving the grounds and the erection ol
houses for the gatekeeper and. watchmen
and other work of this nature.

SUES FOR $25,000.

Mrs. Baker Alleges Alienation of Bel
Husband's Afeettor.

Alleging that the defendant has allen-
ated the affections of Nathan H. Baker,
the plaintiff's . husband, Mrs. Fannie B-
Baker, through Attorneys Davis and Tuck-
er, today, in the Supreme Court of the
District of Columbia, filed. suit at lawv
against Elizabeth D. Robinson, to recover

damages In the sum of $25,000.
According to Mrs. Baker, her husband'

affection for her bas been wrongfully
wickedly and unjustly destroyed by th4
defendant. The latter, so the court is In-
formed, persuaded, induced and causei
Mr. Baker to leave Mrs. Baker, and liv4
witb the defendant. It is added that hi
comftinues to live with her.
. By reason of the alleged alienation, Mrs
Baker declares, she has wholly lost and
been deprived of the comfort, fellowship
society, aid, assistance and support of het
husband In her domestic and personal af-
fairs.
The plaintiff and her husband, It is stated

in the declaration, have been residents of
the District of Columbia since May 18, 1898

0
REPORTS ON PENDING BILLS.

Commissioners Pass Upon Measurej
for Street Improvements.

The District Commissioners have made i
report to the Senate District committee or
the bill providing for the extension of Al-
bemarle street northwest from Rock Creel
Park to its intersection with 42d stree
northwest. The Commissioneds say tha
the total cost of the extension as contem
plated by the bill would be $65,000. Thei
are in favor of modifying the provisions o:
the bill to extend the street west only al
far as Grant road, the total cost of whicl
would be $38,000.
The Commissioners have, also reported o1

the proposed amendment to the Distric
appropriation bill providing for paving Hfol
mead avenue from Whitney avenue to Ly
decker avenue and Lydecker avenue ti13th street. They may that this pavemen
if laid will not connect with any existingpaved roadway, whereas It is the policy othe Cnmmissioners that paved roadwayshall extend from the city proper In un
broken lines.
The Commissioners have estimated fo

the paving of Whitney avenue from 14t.
street to Holmead avenue. This would forn
the necessary connecting link. The Commissioner. say, however, that the Item to:Whitney avenue is far down on the ilsand It Is doubtful If It will be reacbed tiyear. The Commissioners may tihe twaitems for paving should be provided at tb
same time.

TEN PERISH IN A PIRE.
Fatal Dims. in Italian Lodging Dons,

in Boston.
BOSTON, January 2.-Ten pesons per

Ished In a fire which bebke out early toda3in an Italian lodging house in Fleet street
Four other occupants of the house wereInjured in jumnping from windows. 'l'hfianala loss was only a few hundred dol-
The list of dead is as followu:
Louis Pulato, proprietor of the, lodginj
eouse.
Maanen Pilato, his wife.
Joseph lananto, father of Mr. Pilato.Reaa Daeeo
Maann Dese, hiswio
Jamnie Donetto.
Antolaette Donetto.

Baby not identteed.Uniae.ieda sman,
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He Will Not Indicate Wishes Re
garding a Program.

FIRST MZTING TODAY

The board of trustdes of the Carnegie
Institution met in the 4plomatic room at
the State Department this afternoon with
a full attendance of members, and prac-
tical steps were taken for the organisa-
tion of the Institution General esicers are
to be chosen and a plan of administration
formulated.
The necemry committees will be ap-

pointed to perfect the organisation. The
proceedings were conducted behind closed
doors, witl the understanding that a state-
ment of the business transacted would -be
furnished the press at the adjournment of
the meeting. It Is generally believed that
Dr. Daniel C. Gilman of Maryland, for-
merly president of Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, will be chosen as the executive head
of the Institution.
The corridors of the second floor of the

New Willard hummed this morning with
the conversation of the almost innumer-
able callers on Mr. Andrew Carnegie, who
presented themselves to pay their respects
and to comment on the new scientific in-
stitution which is to bear his name. Prac-
tically every distinguished guest In the ho-
tel and many from other hotels called on
Mr. Carnegie, and the assembly included
several figures of notable and national im-
portance. To them all, If their versions of
the interviews are to be accepted, the
Scotch American talked of his gift to the
cause of science In only the most general
terms. After luncheon Mr. Carnegie and
the members of the bcard of trustees of the
new institution went directly to the State
Department for the initial meeting of the
board and the first material step toward
organizing for the administration of the
$10,000,000 endowment.

Arrival of the Trustees.
All of the trustees are at. the Willard,

excepting those who are members of the
board ex-officio, those who reside here, and
the following who were unable to reach
Washington: Henry L. Higginson of Mas-
sachusetts, Henry Hitchcock of Missouri
and Dr. Andrew D.White of New York, am
bassador to Germany. Dr. John S. Billings
of New York city arrived early this morn-
ing. The others of the party all came yes-
terday afternoon, several hours In advance
of Mr. Carnegie, and were as follows: Dr.
Daniel C. Gilman of Baltimore, former pres-ident -of Johns Hopkins University, and
Mrs. Gilman; Judge W. W. Morrow of San
Francisco and Mrs. Morrow, Dr. S. W4er
Mitchell of Philadelphia; Mr. Abram S.
Hewitt, former mayor of New York city;Mr. D. Ogden Mills of New York city, wide-
ly known as a banker and financier; Mr.
Charles L. Hutchinson of Chicago, vice
president of the Corn Exchange National
Bank and one of the most prominent busi-
ness men of the west; Mr. N. W. Freer of
Pittsburg, who is prominent In the business
interests of that city and an associate of
Mr. Carnegie In miny of the latter's enter-
prises local to western Pennsylvania.
Most of these gentlemen were met by Mr.

Charles D. Walcott, director of the geo.logical survey, who has served as protempore secretary of the board. Mr. Wal-
cott was evidently prepared for Mr. Car-
negie's coming and stood in readiness to
confer with him Immediately after his ar-
rival, some few minutes before 9 O'clock
last night. The patron of the new Institu-
tion and Mrs. Carlegie, with the latter's
maid, had walked to tho hotel from the 6th
street station and entered the elevator
without the formality of registering. In
the car he encountered Mr. Mills and the
two old friends greeted each other warmly.The suite assigned Mr. Carnegie is *on the
second floor, in the southeast corner of the
building and just above what In known as
the President's suite. Mr. Walcott was
Mr. Carnegie's only caller last night' and
the director said this morning that theymerely discussed the arrangements for the
meeting this afternoon.

Conference With Mr. Carnegie.
Dr. Gilman, Mr. Hutchinson, Mr. Wal-

cott, Mr. Mills-and several others talked
together in the lobby of the hotel this
morning, Dr. and Mrs. Gilman taking sta-
tion in the ladies' parlor on the first floor
and meeting each of the trustees in turn.
The entire party, excepting Mrs. Gilman,went to Mr. Carnegie's rooms at about 10
o'clock and remained with him until nearly
luncheon time. Their conference was en-
tirely Informal. It was, to quote one of
the local members of the board, merely an
opportunity to pay their respects to Mr.
Carnegie. It developed, however, that this
lack of detailed discussion of the institu-

- tion was entirely Intentional on Mr. Car-
negie's part. It was his purpose, he told
them, to intrust the control of the endow-
ment to their judgment absolutely, and hehad no desire to Influence that judgment
in any way.
To his other callers, as well as to the

custodians of the endowment fund, Mr.Carnegie was all smiles and cordiality.
Secretary Wilson was the first to arrive.
Soon afterward Senators Scott and Elkins
were shown to his rooms. Then came Gov.Budd ~of California. After the arrival of
the last named the trustees of the Institu-
tion were agown to the apartments and
the conference grew Into something of a
levee.

N.e Plan Yet Drafted.
The meeting of the trustees Is expected

to continue through two days. Mr. Gilman
and Mr. Walcott both stated this morning
that to their knowledge no member of the
board had come to Washington with a plan
of organisation drafted to submit to the
meeting of. this afternoon. A general de-
sire prevailed, sald Dr. Oilman, that everydetail of the organization should be freely
discussed by the entire board and that the
completed scheme of administration should
be the result of such a discussion. He had
talked of the scope of the institution withMr. Carnegie seversl times and understood,
he thought, what the donor of the endow'.
ment hoped might be done, but the subject
of practical orgranization had not been goneInto and the field of the Institution badalready been thoroughly stated In the
newspapers. Since his arrhal in Washing-ton Dr. Gnlman said he had hardly referred
to the institution- in his conversations with
Mr. Carnegie.

OmUeeus of the Eastitttion
Neither Dr. Onlman nor any of the other

trustees had heard any suggestions as to
the offic.r of the InstitutIon. It was not
ee knw- said thy httee olbe a prauet andi secretary in t2he ganmr.
acceptance of thos, terms. 1Phen the
hoard convened It would Srst~provide -for
the aministration of the .fund, It wasstaed and eneb====astly for the onaheesmanosmy for seek namlsntrtatina. But un
tR as maamea of oagantelen had baenitwas futile to talk of selections
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To bef3te-al edato.Cer
.either InNaasen Paama. is the
propositon- 1shichM in made-tothe gov-
rumnent by a man it Chteago conha-e
toe and C &emei"Wihobult thedrUange
onaL Lyman MCWaWe of Chiaobeen in W=shaea Muientag with interest

to the- ednal- debbe. We-fs' indiferent to
the choice of -rosiL belleving both to ,be
possible to Ain u engineering and con-
structive geniu. He and his friends wiu
offer, an soon as itts decided to- build the
canal, to take ovr t*ij job -&A one contract
in whatever amount nay be necessary, and
will offer. to, give any required bond to
fulfill their obligation.: Mr. Cooley believes
that the estinates of the canal commis-
sion are 'liberal. 'fot the unit of prices
adopted for moving earth and rock And
building cut or a. fill are far In excess of
those which have prevailed for several
years past, even under the most difficult
conditions. Mr. Cooley believes that this
country would be far more satisfied with
the outcome of the Nicaragua enterprisethan with Panaina, and his reasons are
frQm a purely CdOinercial and industrial
point of view. His theory In that by build-
ing across Nicaragua and Costa Rica the
United States would practically annex
those countries and that a tremendous In-
dustrial development.would result along the
line of the canal which would add greativ
to the opportunities for American capital
and give us a tropical base of operations
which we would absolutely control.

Advantages of Niearagua.
"There is room along the Nicaragua canal

route for 25,000 Americans to live and do a
profitable business," said Mr. Cooley to a
representative of The Star. "The develop-
ment of the coffee, rubber, banana and
other tropical Industries has long beei
predicted of that part of Central America.
There are thousands of acres of land won-
derfully adapted to coffee and the other
products I have mentioned, and it would De
but a short time after the canal was begun
before American capital had absorbed the
best of this area. The country is peaceful.It would be under the control of the United
States and thoroughly policed thereby, tne
best transportation facilities in the world
would be at the door; the country is com-
paratively healthy, owing to the constant
circulation of the trade winds, and there
are many industries which could be de-
veloped In the future which as yet have no
beginning.

If Panama Route is Taken.
"If we build the Oaval across the Isthmus

of Panama it ,wou* merely be a highway.
There is no possibility there of building
towns or developing the country as there
is in Nicarag*a. Wf would get nothing but
the canal, whereas In Nicaragua we would
get a tropcahemplie which we could con-
trol commercially as well as politically and
which would drnlsh in time enough profit-
able businesadand. freight to make a very
respectable interest showing on the moneyInvested In the,waterway. There would be
two or three-good, sized and thoroughlyAmerican towns, owe on the Pacific, one on
the Atlantic and due on Lake Nicaragua,
probably neasSan!Carlos at the head of
the San Juai river;

The Gaestion ot, Winds.
"The importancef'of the prevailing trade

winds across Sicaragua, has been estimated
in considerinf tht* question ef a canal.
They make Wiposalble for sailing vessels,.
a most important, ftature in our commerce,
to cdme andgo at any tine from Greytown
or Brito.
"Panama is south of the region of the

trade winds. It Is I the doldrumns. But a
few days ago an Item was printed in the
papers briefly noting that all transatlantic
steamers had -laid outside the harbor of
Colon for a couple of days, unable to getIn on account of a fierce norther which was
blowing.

A Great Factor to Consider.
"Allowing, however, that the two routes

are every way equal to each other from a
physical, political and legal point of view,
which is still a mooted question, I think
that the Importance of the possible devel-
opment of Nicaragua and Costa Rica,
under the Influences of the canal, Is a tre-
mendous factor in favor of the selection of
the latter route. By the building of the
Panama canal we could get - nothing but
the waterway that, while of enormous
value itself, would not equal the value of a
waterway which opened up a new empire
to Aiherican enterprise and trade."

RECEPTION TO SCELEY.

Louisville Board of Trade Extends
Greeting to Admhiral.

LOUISVILLE, Ky., .Tanuary 29.-With his
arme still lame .from yesterday's greetings,
Admiral Schley today faced a throng at the
board of trade public reception. A row of
people stretched around the entire circum-
ference of Exdhange Hall in tihe board of
trade building and extended down the stair-
way to the street. The admiral, much re-
freehed by a nighit's rest and a quiet morn-
ing, stood at ,onc end of the hall by the
side of Marion 1E. 'Daylor,. president of the
board. As the people passed before the ad-
miral Mr. Taylor introduced them and .to
each the amiral gave a courteous word of
greeting.
After the reception the adiral tooklundheon at the Pendennis Club..
During the afternoon Mrs. Taylor tender-

ed a reception to. Mrs.- Schley.
DENVER, Col., January 29.-The Colo-

rado senate has adopted resolutions con-
gratulating the senate of Maryland fir its
"patriotic action-in- Ordering stricken from
the public libraries a4) infamous volume that
attempts to tradce- the honest name of
Rear Admiral W. S. Schley, one of the
world's greatest, naval heroes."

GEN. FUNSTOWS CONDITreN.
Snfering Prod After Eets eoOg.isa fei Agpea4teitis.
irANSAS CITY, Mn,, JTanuary 20.--Gen.

Frederick Funsten, 'Who arrived here yeu-
terday from UayFracisco to undergo
meateijzn' ,* in, the hands of his
physician g)ay ertoday ..I'te thne
physician Amas
'"Gen. mnasan Is seefring from a sin

in the appandft a5 -after result, of an
operation nakihithe Phfltppines fW
appenddits ~egiven the wound soe
treatment, and a ina' be that a .formal

to rth u s o y afor he hat i ane
a 6athe

la~ieS

a1tme com~euan~Da
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FEELING OF SEATORS

Senator Sipooner's am.em.t to the Hep-
burn canal bill an.sed a good deal of dis-
cession today in Congma. This amendment,'
placed before the Bernt. late yesterday
aftwtrnoon, tk out.everytyhIngaWte th
-ateigause ot ibe Hesburn bill ag
pvides that the Presient shaliac4 e
the Pinana canal foer.3N,8 prois a
satsfactory, title to its property Ian be e
anred and that neessary treaty stipula-
tions with Colombia can be -had. If this
cannot be done the Prtient A mAUthOised
to proceed fc -thk construition'9t the N-.
araguan canal.s The amendment provUes
appropriations of W$1MO0,O00 for the Pan&
ama -and $18,00,000 for the Nicaraguan
route, $10,000.0O to be made Immediately
available. The appropriation for the Pan-
ama route added to the purchase price of
that property makes the two cana's, so far
as the estimates by the canal commissotn
are concerned, practically the same. These
are both estimates of the commission.
The main object In placing this amend-

ment before the Senate for its considera-
tion was In order that there should be no
failure to pass a canal bill at an early day.
If the Senate, in view of the report- of the
canal commission, declines to pass the Hep-
burn bill, that was almost unanimously
passed by the House of Representatives,
then it has Senator Spooner's amendment
as an alternative proposition. This amend-
ment was drawn In such a way that the
President of the United' States would not
have to assume the responsibility for the
choice of the location of the canal. It dis-
tinctly provides that if he is able to secure
a satisfaetory title and the necessary tteaty
stipulations the canal shall be built
at Panama. Senator Morgan and many
other advocates of the Nicaraguan, canal
route have declared that It will be impos-
sible to acquire a title to the Panama canal
property.

Question of Title.
They claim that the purchase of this prop-

erty by the United States will not wipe out
the Interest of the stockholders, who by
some estimates, are said to number half
a million in France. Senator Morgan has
taken the position that even If the French
government itself by some declaration en-
deavor to give this country a clear title to
the Panama canal property still the stock-
holders of the old Panama Canal Company
could come forward and in the courts of
this country successfully maintain their
rights for compensation for their property
Independently of anything that this gov-
ernment should pay the new Panama canal
company for its property.
If the Spooner amendment should become

a law this entire question would be placed
in the hands of the President of the United
States. He would doubtless not only have
the opinion of the Attorney General, but
of international lawyers, both of this coun-
try and France. He would, have as good
an opinion as to the title 'that could be
acquired in the Panama Canal Company
as could be given by any title company in
the case of a piece of real estate. If, after
this thorough examination, he should be
satisfied that a satisfactory title could-not
be acquired to the Panama property then.
under the provision of the amendment, he
could not accept it, and would have full
authority to proceed for the construction
of the Nicaragua canal. It is believed by
many strong friends of the canal project
that this proposition will receive very gen-eral. favor,. although there are still many
senators who look th no favor on the
Panama route under any escumstances,
but believe that the Nicaraguan route is
the safest for this country to adopt, In or-
der -to secure the early completion of a
practical ship canal connecting the two
oceans.

It is believed by many that the Spooner
amendment will rid the present situation
of that unpleasant feature of the discussion
which has caused many people to declare
tliat the advocacy of the Panama route is
only another means for carrying out the
desires of the transcontinental railroads
In defeating any gnal legislation. It is
pointed out that a vote for the Spooner
amendment unquestionably means a canal
across the isthmus. It would be accept-
able to senators who favor a canal at Pan-
ama because even they would not continue
to advocate that route if a title could not
be secured.

Individual Measure.
The Spooner amendment is understood to

be solely a proposition by Senator Spooner
for the consideration of the Senate. It is
not what could be termed an adminitra-
tion measure, and It has not received the
indorsement of the republican side of, the
Senate. It will come up for dienmon
when the bill is reached, and will then de-
velop its strength or weakness, It is espe-
cially pointed out in this connection that
It is a fact that If the Panama Canal Com-
pany cannot give- a clear title to its prop-
erty then the effect of the Spooner amend-
ment will be to secure the nameen of the
Hepburn bill.
The Spooner amendment contains one

provision that is not now in the Hepburn
bili an It- paused the House of Repr snta-
tives. That is a provision in eltt cane
which In specific terms will give the United
States a right to control or affect in any
way any watercourse tisat mnight be in-
volved in the construction, of a canl either
at Panama or Nicaragua. The question of
water rights is one that often involves a
great deal of dIfficulty, sqthat in order to
effectually fut the power dfthe government
In that respect this specific provision Is In-
serted In the bill. The Spooner amend-
ment, as it now stands, Is imply In form
to carry the main proposition which it in-
volves, and it ts possible that in its detailed
provisions even Senator Spoeser might
change It. It would be subject to amend-
ment by ay one, and Its essntal feature
is so well marked that any asmenament that
might be made to it would have no emmet
in securing the adoption of Its maia pm'-
There is no doubt that the report of the

canal conmmission has bad a very imporest~efant en the Senate Even some et thie
strong' friends of the Nienraguam .nI
argue that as byn.they de net feel is.-citned to dutia report froma thsnmm-mission nampom of enpert of higih staid-

mi..ieu having put la a unans...m. rqperfavongn the puachase St t1ie Panana mentproperty ant the headngof~c50anal ene
that route, they feet that ther would be
jmusnd in fbewhng t smggstio. Thifeellng, whichn ten -eex stranger anby erwtaUl ss a woyteeseeetem tlhe attinde of seemitsmaen -s maesw
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Darko LtUM -past two weaks thesam-e.r
officers of the District and the a-e-geers of
the rafareada have bees In onstsant con-
sultation regarding the plans, ad a nu-
ber of asheMies are Under consideratin tW
remove the objecetioahe Seatures. Col.
Bliddle Is aninus. that 09 District shall
have alIttle expense as psible placed
upon It through the elevation of the rail-
Joad tracks and the construction of the
union station, and the plan that samn.
most suitable and economical wi be tMe
one fialy adopted If the recommnendations
of the Contalsloners are folpwed out in
Congress.

Piaw.frRteduetg MWxe;..=
One plan for reducing the expense of the

improvement Is suggested in lowering thE
grade of the tracks and the station. As
at present fixed the main track level ot
the union station will be about forty feet
above the present gradi of r'ahusett
avenue at the proposed depot site.
To elevate the avenue, the Intersectingstreets and the abutting property to thislevel would cost a very great deaL It hasbeen suggested that the traek level mightbe brought down to twenty feet above the

present grade of Masachusetta avenue.This would, of course, amatiamly reduce
the cost of dlling at that poinL On the
other hand It would throw the joint tracks
practically on a level with H street. and to
keep that thoroughfare open it would be
necessary to build a bridge some M00 feet
long over the tracks. The appraces" to
the bridge would probably be quite steepand there would necessarily be a greatdeal of filing to be done on the street andthe adjoining property, so it is pointed out
that would be saved at the station site
would have to be expended on H street
and the parallel streets to the north thatmight be kept open.
The entire plan Is In its first stage. The

only thing that the Commissioners are cer-
tain of. at this time, It is stated, Is that
they will strongly recommend that H street
be kept open.

NOT PUBLICLY OUBERVED,
Suggestien That MEKIaleys Bifthay

Ana=veruary &e Mad. Reliday.
Notwithstanding the fact that today Is

the anniversary of the late President Mc-
Kinley's birth, there has been no public
observance of the event in this city. Com-
missioner Ross, when seen by an Evening
Star reporter, said: "I don't know why the
day has not been publicly observed. I am
in favor of making it a national holiday.and I don't think the time Is far distant
when it will be observed as such. No
honor that We can do as citisen to pay
our martyred President will demonstrate
the affection and reverence we feel for his
memory."
Cemplieat to ClvI War Veterams.
The District Corps, Spanish War Vets-

rans. has arranged to tender a om=pW-
m4tatyIaInpfdre and smoker to New.mp-
ment 0. Union Veterans* Legion, at Span-ish War Veterans' Hall, 622 E street north-
west, next Saturday evening. This enter-
tainment of the: civil war veterans by the
younger veterans of the war with Spain.
will be in the nature of a return for the
entertainment given the Spansah War Vete-
rans by Encampment 4 Just before the
Chrismas- holidays.. Speakers of promi-
nence have been invited to make addresses.

Duildiag Permits Bssued.
Building permits were issued today as

follows:
Mrs. Ida A. Prescott, to build two-tary

and attic addition to frame house at 1518
Howard avenue northwest, Mt. Pleasant;
cost, $L"A

J. Wineberger, to build a es-story
back building at UN8 Brlghtwood aveane
northwes t mJiL

- -
D nOW4a.repairs to house anMaple street, LAncola sub.; ces, 6L

Net Regarded as P.513. AEley.
H. Conquest Clark of 17l N street north-

west has written to the District Commi=s.-
sioners concerning a tenament house In the
alley back of his residence. The District
surveyor has reported that the alley is not
a public one. What further action the
Commissioners wRil take has not bees de-
cided.

Upon the appitiotn of H. W. Fuller,
manager of the Washington Traction and
Electric Company, Major Sylvester has
recommended to the District ommi.sioners
that W. S. n.lllnger, W. L. DeNeale and
3. T. Xofrett, division sueitndents, and
J1. F. Halmuan and Chres E. Kohler, in-
spectors of the traction crmpynn, be ap-
pointed nadtional privates of the polie
force for duty along the links and upon the
property of the company.
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NOW YOMK JanUny O-O0pooft prim
this moieftg Were trctfiesity hbhsi. but
iater trading -01 eAop AL pStf-tua tesn-
liescy In several spele~le. 1466" " a
Mew stoeke, but pweeap SW ashae M
Ps-1ab emceeded saie -y aif NOWthare.. Interest at af ner in 4eumbwt
Larwely to Bouth Aftican mininegbaea,
=4 there- to a stmWn eswawesm a
nower is. 1earng4414a
In thfi NOWa market th1e1 wed a air-

Ited demand ber Amalamsad Coppw.
which eai"e the "%a over 7?. UKo*
by recent buyers Merced Mhe prie ba qm
&we 1L New ftm the cowper trade, Is a-
Oeuraglag and todays setback In the price
of Amalgamzated wa look"d upon as a
matter Of eecoesti poelir. In mucA the
sme Way BMW was deprme by the in-
tereuta Instrmetl In advancing tho prSeduring the last few day.
The street looked this 0, ot tala

Lo rather beneciaj It insured a gout
trading market In h atv SOU le"s-Th
re Ot o the United states teel Cerpm-dion, to be give eut after the ales. of twMays business, will Probably ew a:lslid dere at prosper"t. Tbe sok"*na"y were strong dring the morningMn this Prospect,
In the railroad list theers was a gso" de-
mand for Southern ralroad securities, thbePreferred stock advancing to emd prices.ERnig and the prospect@ foe the falldiven on the preferred were give as
reason for the Incresed demand &qm doso-called Morgan connectios, To po
Is Southern Pacile gave that stock sples-did support aroand 06 and the bayingseemed to be encouraged, by Imide Iater-
The mseeting of the company about the

middle of next wee IS awaited with in-terest, dinc Important devolepments are
ntUnlikely. Union Paelile held well for a

time else, but aroundl US the stock was
plentiful and seemed to come how inside.While there Is any doubt on the NortemwSecurities matter neither of the utcslastbanked should gain unch headway.
There waks a ft buying demand in St.

Paul and the Vanderbilt shares wee readi-
ly absorbed without any appearance at an
urgent demand. Big Four In being boghby an Interest which should he In positionft Judge of its value, and the Yandetaplan of concentrationn is mi to Ins"d ameet ambitious Project for the future sethis propety.
Mr. Hil and Mr. Huriman are quoted as

agreeing upon the spolendi fre pree-pectn for Ere in cousestim Moth ether
Properties In Which Onee asim aftInterested.
1t Invariably fellows that the need ofDew MORe to br Ing out the full earning

power of the road is aiso readily discerned.For this reason Wre stocks are riot boy-anft eves Is the Pressure Of an ulimitedCOnidence that uftImatey the Property willbe made togjy ditviends apen the casm-
-w stock. Th buying of Reading. es theether handl, has all the earmarks of deod-Oymests less remote. Final peicee weroffenerally under the best level for the day.
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